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LAKE VASTO PERTH WA

“I like the raw quality. It’s simple to use and I haven’t had any problems 
with it.”
The virtual elimination of maintenance costs through the use of 
galvanized steel also appeals to designers. Stuart says that one of the 
main advantages is that, “Galvanizing is very durable. There is no damage 
to the coating during transport and installation like there is with other 
coatings such as powder coating and paint.”
Environmental and visual concerns were also an issue since this was a 
waterway. “Once in use,” says Stuart, “And in this particular application, 
we couldn’t afford a coating that falls or chips off into the water.”
“Galvanized steel is tough and durable in public traffic situations, but 
warm enough that people accept its presence.”

Lake Vasto is named after Perth’s Sister City, Vasto, a port city on Italy’s 
Adriatic Coast. The lake was opened in 2004 by the Lord Mayor of Perth, 
Dr. Peter Nattrass, and the Mayor of Vasto, Dr. Filippo Pietrocola.
Lake Vasto has a key role to play in a more environmentally friendly 
irrigation system for foreshore parks and reserves in Perth. It is filled with 
water collected from a 300m deep artesian supply beneath Langley Park. 
This water is then used to irrigate most of the City of Perth’s 70 hectares 
of foreshore parkland.
A key contributor to maintaining its environmental friendliness while 
improving aesthetics is a new water treatment and pumping facility that 
reduces the level of iron staining on surrounding footpaths and buildings 
– an unsightly consequence of using bore water for irrigation in an 
urban setting.
The benefits of the systems are not only environmental and aesthetic, 
they are also economic and raise efficiency. This is achieved through an 
automated, in-ground irrigation system that replaces inefficient and 
labour-intensive travelling irrigators and above-ground hoses.
The City of Perth also had a vision to make the area visually appealing 
and to promote its use to the public. Part of this involved the design and 
construction of a boardwalk along the shores of the lake. The boardwalk 
was constructed by combining timber and galvanized steel, two natural, 
durable and earthy materials.
The boardwalk was designed by landscape architect, Stuart Pullyblank 
of TRACT in Perth. Stuart often uses natural and robust materials such 
as galvanized steel in his work. He said that choosing galvanized steel 
was easy.

Cities and their councils are constantly looking for 
ways to incorporate practical development solutions 
into their built environment whilst taking care to 
meet society’s ever more demanding environmental 
standards. Lake Vasto, in Perth’s Ozone Reserve, 
has managed to incorporate a number of uses 
and benefits, not least being its environmentally 
sustainable utilisation of water rources.

Acknowledgments and further information:
Roger Blackburn, Project Manager – City of Perth
Stuart Pullyblank, TRACT (WA)


	home 1025: 
	forward 116: 
	back 112: 


