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It is said that many of our cities have succumbed to functional concrete jungle design. Social reformers working 
to reverse this world trend will be impressed by the ingenuity of the South Bank Corporation in Queensland, which 
has provided clear direction for some inspired architectural work, bringing the vision and rhythm of the Australian 
Hinterland into the heart of the City of Brisbane. It is refreshing to see the commercial growth of this vibrant city, 
accompanied by matching concern for its people and the environment.
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GRANDARBOURSOUTH
Redevelopment of World Expo 88 Site The South Bank Corporation is a body corporate established by 
the Queensland Parliament as gazetted on May 8th 1989, with more recent amendments reflecting the growing 
role of the Corporation in the further management of this city area. The mission of the Corporation is to facilitate 
the development and operation of a successful world-class leisure, business and residential precinct, for the 
enjoyment of visitors and the general benefit of the Brisbane community.

Master Plan
Denton Corker Marshall
The master plan of the expo site and some adjoining neighbourhood, comprises approximately 
43 hectares along the Brisbane River, directly opposite the central business district.

In addition to the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, South Bank features an 
international hotel, high quality corporate office development, selected academic facilities, 
residential apartments and a range of restaurants, retail outlets, a swimming lagoon with 
its own beach and a tropical arbour linking the entire development.

Parkland
The 17 hectare South Bank Parklands stretches along one kilometre of the river bank, where 
further development includes placement of tropical rainforest trees, surrounding open green 
spaces of ground vegetation; a soothing contrast to city activity.

Vision
The success of the development has arisen from the adage that enthusiasm is infectious. 
In this case, it has also been innovative and inspired.

A cooperative team of experts have created a city development equal to any in the region, 
with an admirable balance of community consideration, appropriate function, environmental 
concern and aesthetic appeal.

Even yet, the project is not considered closed, where clearly opportunity is being provided 
for further development for the future growth of the area.
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The Arbour Denton Corker Marshall’s project report comments: ”The Grand Arbour is a 1km long architectural and sculptural installation, providing 
a physical and visual link between the many facilities of the South Bank precinct. A central aspect of the masterplan development, the Arbour 
mediates with the new open parkland to the west, while providing a sheltered north-south route through the entire site. Sinuous steel posts, up to 
10 metres high, support a band of purple bougainvillea, either above, to the side or entirely enveloping the curving path. The juxtaposition of the 
various post configurations creates a diversity of spaces from tight and enclosed to wide and expansive. Overlapping steel panels form a plated 
yellow ribbon canopy along half of the Arbour’s length. A total of 406 galvanized steel posts are spaced at 4m nominal centres. A unique architectural 
and urban gesture, the Grand Arbour is designed to offer Brisbane a new, distinctive and memorable landmark.

Modular components
The height of the posts (10m) meant that they would have to be in parts 
for ease of transportation and assembly. A kit of parts, made up of a 
small range of components was the solution. The posts were divided 
into 3 unequal lengths - Base, Neck and Head. 3 variants were devised 
for each part (A, B, C) resulting in a total of only 9 different components. 
Any Base component could be connected to any Neck and any Neck with 
any Head. They could also be rotated 180 degrees. This allowed for a 
possible 108 different permutations for the post profiles, varying from 
10m high gently undulating to head height expressively curving. Computer Model

The complexity and non-linear nature of the project meant that 
traditional documentation techniques would be insufficient.

Advanced Computer Aided Design for all stages including design, 
documentation and construction was utilised. The entire Arbour was 
simulated as a full scale 3D computer model, from which all plans, 
elevations and sections were extracted.

Specially written computer programmes analysed the CAD model 
and automatically generated schedules for the Arbour setout and 
post components.

Finishes
Hot dip galvanizing was selected as the finish for the posts. Corten 
steel (a pre-rusted finish) had been considered in the early stages, but 
concerns over run-off staining of the path (and pedestrians) negated its 
use. Furthermore its rusty brown colour would give the impression that 
the posts were imitating trees. The Arbour, while being organic, was 
clearly to be a man-made insertion into the landscape, not an imitation 
of nature. The grey metallic finish of the hot dip galvanizing provided 
the desired artificiality and industrial ruggedness, in addition to a low 
level of maintenance.“

GAA would like to thank Denton Corker Marshall and South Bank 
Corporation for their assistance in preparing this case study.
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